
LI: Can I evaluate and apply Piaget’s theory? 

TOPIC 3: Development 
 

Retrieval Quiz 
 

Academic	Vocabulary	
Piaget	

Cognitive	
Development	
Education	
Generalise	

Underestimate	
Overestimate 

1. What key term did the naughty teddy study investigate? 

2. Why were children much better at the coin task when a 
teddy messed up the coins? 

3. Where did all the pupils come from in the naughty teddy 
study? 

4. According to Piaget, at what stage to children get over 
the skill tested in this study? 

5. What was the name of the study that tested 
egocentrism? 
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1. What key term did the naughty teddy study investigate? Conservation 

2. Why were children much better at the coin task when a 
teddy messed up the coins? 

More child-friendly 

3. Where did all the pupils come from in the naughty teddy 
study? 

Edinburgh, Scotland 

4. According to Piaget, at what stage to children get over 
the skill tested in this study? 

Concrete operational 
(3rd stage) 

5. What was the name of the study that tested 
egocentrism? 

Policeman Doll study 



Learning Intentions 
4/5 (All) – Outline how Piaget thought children 
developed new ideas.  
6/7 (Most) – Explain Piaget’s theory of cognitive 
development confidently.  
8/9 (Some) – Evaluate Piaget’s theory of cognitive 
development.  

What is your initial confidence towards the LIs?  



Recapping Piaget’s Theory 
Schemas, assimilation and accommodation 

Write down what 
these three key 
terms mean to 
check that you 

remember. 



The Theory 
Sensorimotor Stage 

What do 
children 

struggle with 
in this stage? 



The Theory 
Preoperational Stage 

What two 
things do 
children 

struggle with 
in this stage? 



The Theory 
Concrete Operational Stage 

What 
happens in 
this stage? 



The Theory 
Formal Operational Stage 
 
All yellow cats have 
two heads. Charlie is 
a yellow cat. How  
many heads does  
charlie have? 

Children can start to 
answer logical problems 

like these two! 



The Theory 
Was he correct about everything? 

Both of these studies suggest Piaget got 
his ages wrong! 



Evaluation 

The next 5 pages are evaluation of Piaget’s 
Theory of Cognitive Development. 
 
Draw your own evaluation grid, read each 
evaluation and decide if it is a positive or 
negative point before adding it to your grid. 



Evaluation 

 
Piaget’s research led to an enormous 

amount of extra research. 



Evaluation 

 
Piaget’s research led to a change in 

classroom teaching. 



Evaluation 

 
Piaget’s research used only middle 

class European children from 
Switzerland.  



Evaluation 

 
The Naughty Teddy/Policeman Doll 

studies prove his theory is wrong – he 
underestimated the ability of young 

children. 



Evaluation 

Piaget overestimated the ability of older children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What card or cards must be turned over to confirm the rule? 

 

 
 
 
 

Here is a logical 
problem that 

even adults can’t 
figure out! Go 

on… have a go! 



Evaluating Piaget 
Evaluate Piaget’s theory of cognitive development. (6 marks) 

Have a go at answering this question before looking at a model 
answer on the next page. 
 
Compare your answer to the model and improve your answer if 
necessary. 

Remember to explain each evaluation point for full marks. 
Minimum number of evaluations = 3. 



Evaluating Piaget – Model. 
Evaluate Piaget’s theory of cognitive development. (6 marks) 

One problem of Piaget’s research is that he underestimated the 
skills of young children. For example, the ‘naughty teddy’ study 
suggests that children can do conservation earlier than Piaget 
thought.  
It is also criticised because he only used children from Switzerland in his 
studies. This means the results can’t be generalised to other children.  
On the other hand, the theory has greatly influenced and changed 
education and inspired hundreds of other studies.  

Remember to explain each evaluation point for full marks. 
Minimum number of evaluations = 3. 



Learning Intentions 
4/5 (All) – Outline how Piaget thought children 
developed new ideas.  
6/7 (Most) – Explain Piaget’s theory of cognitive 
development confidently.  
8/9 (Some) – Evaluate Piaget’s theory of cognitive 
development.  

What is your new confidence towards the LIs?  



LI: Can I evaluate and apply Piaget’s theory? 

TOPIC 3: Development 
 

Consolidation	-	Exam	Questions	
1. How	did	Piaget	underestimate	the	ability	of	young	children?	

2. How	did	Piaget	overestimate	the	ability	of	older	children?	

3. What	is	good	about	Piaget’s	theory	of	cognitive	development?	

4. What	was	criticised	about	the	sampling	Piaget	used	in	his	
original	experiments?	
 

Academic	Vocabulary	
Piaget	

Cognitive	
Development	
Education	
Generalise	

Underestimate	
Overestimate 


